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DENVER, colo., a city located on a plain
one mile above the sea, in a region famed
for the beauty of its scenery and the attrac-
tiveness of its climate. It is the capital and
metropolis of the state, and the county seat
of Denver County, and lies nearly midway
between San Francisco and Chicago, being
1,457 miles east of the former, and 1,050
miles west of the latter. New York City is
27025 miles east. About twelve miles to the
west rise the foothills of the Rocky Moun-
tains, and in the clear air of that region
almost every day of the year a chain of
picturesque summits may be seen for a
stretch of 200 miles, extending north and
south. The average annual rainfall of Den-
ver is about fourteen inches, and the sun
shines 275 days of the year. The temperature
for the hottest days is 72 °? on the average,
and in January it averages 29 °.
General Description. The city has an
area of sixty square miles, and is divided by
the South Platte River and Cherry Creek
into East, West and North Denver. With
its miles of broad, shaded streets, lined with
substantial homes and buildings, it presents
a very attractive appearance. Disintegrated
granite and asphalt are used extensively for
paving purposes, and there are many beauti-
ful drives traversing and connecting the
parks and leading to the mountain resorts
in the vicinity. Of the public parks, with a
total acreage of over 1,000, City Park (320
acres) is the most pretentious. It has as
special features a lake, zoological gardens,
a museum of natural history, an aviary and a
speedway. Other attractive parks are Chees-
man, Berkeley and Washington, and there
are about a dozen children's playgrounds.
The street car service is excellent, and the
supply of pure water from the mountains is
abundant.
Important Buildings. The most promi-
nent structure is the state capitol, occupying
an eminence in the east-central part of the
city and constructed of Colorado granite at
a cost of $2,800,000. Among other notable
edifices are the United States Mint, the City
and County building, a spacious Auditorium,
which accommodates 12,000, a [Federal build-
ing, erected at a cost of $2,000,000, a Union
Depot and the U. S. Customs building. The
many handsome churches include Trinity
Methodist Episcopal and Roman Catholic
(Immaculate Conception) and Episcopal
(Saint John's) cathedrals.
 Institutions. Among the important in-
stitutions of higher learning- are the Uni-
versity of Denver, under Methodist con-
trol, Regis College, Westminster Law School,
University of Colorado School of Medicine,
Colorado Woman's College and Loretto
Heights College. Libraries are numerous
and include, besides those connected with the
colleges and the well-equipped Denver pub-
lic library, the state library and that of the
supreme court. The city also possesses a
number of excellent sanatoriums and hos-
pitals.
Industry and Commerce. The industries
dependent upon or connected with mining
and live-stock raising are of great and in-
creasing importance. There are large es-
tablishments for the smelting of lead, copper,
iron, gold, silver, radium and laranium, and
their annual output has a value approximat-
ing $8,000,000. The stadium built to house
the annual stock show, which is second only
to that held in Chicago, cost $250,000, and
the slaughtering and meat-packing plants do
a thriving business. Other important plants
include sugar beet factories, foundries and
machine shops, railroad construction and re-
pair shops, manufactories of mining machin-
ery, and numerous factories producing a
wide variety of articles in general use.
The city is the largest distributing point
in the Rocky Mountain section, and carries
on a large wholesale jobbing trade. Denver
is an important railroad center. It is served
by the Union Pacific, the Chicago, Burlington
& Quincy, the Atehison, Topeka & Santa Fe,
the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific, the Col-
orado & Southern, the Denver & Rio Grande
Western and the Denver & Salt Lake. The
Denver Municipal Airport—"a mile high and
a mile square"—is an important station on
the nation's airways. Several motor truck
and bus lines add to the city's transportation
facilities.
History. The city was settled in 1858 as .
Auraria, on the west side of Cherry Creek,
and as Saint Charles, on the east side. In
the following year the rival villages were
united and incorporated as a city and named
Denver, for General J. W. Denver, who at
the time was governor of the territory of
Kansas, which then included Colorado.:^ It
was made the capital of the territory of
Colorado in 1867, and was the county seat of
Arapahoe County until 1902, when it be-
came "The City and Comity oi; Denvern and

